
 
Ready to Eat, Potentially Hazardous Food 

Date Marking & Disposition 
 
 
 
 
 
 

             
   

Yes No 

Prepared on site or commercial container is opened, and 
held MORE THAN 24 hours 

 

 
 
      
 
 
     
 
           
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

No date 
marking 
needed 

Freeze? 

No Yes 
Mark with 7-day 
discard/expiration date, 
subtracting the day of 
preparation/opening 

No further 
date 

marking 
needed 

For consumption 
within 24 hours of 

thawing 

Remove from 
freezer 

Mark with date of 
preparation/opening 
and date of freezing 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Mark with 7-day 
discard/expiration date, 

subtracting the time 
from 

preparation/opening to 
freezing 

Held for more 
than 24 hours 
after thawing 

 
 
* Note: The 7-day discard/expiration date is a discard date! 
Product must be thrown away on that date!  
 
** Note: Ohio Revised Code 3717-1-3.4 (H) (5) (b) states that 
the product shall be discarded if it is not dated! 
 


